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6X6 CARGO GUN TRUCK

For the French, the war in indo-China came to a conclusion in 1954 with the French regime retreating out of
the Indo-China peninsula andVietnam separated at 17°parallel into North and South by the Geneva Conference. To
counter the advance of communism from the North, the United States continued the serve as a military advisor to
the South Vietnamese government. In 1960, guerrilla groups, controlled by the People’ s Liberation Armed Forces
(also know as the NLF: National Liberation Front) or Vietcong, were organized with the objective of countering the
influence of the United States in South Vietnam.

The Gulf of Tonkin incident of 1964 precipitated an increased in US involvement in the conflict. In March of the
following year U.S. troops landed at the coastal city of Da Nang. By this time however, many inland villages were
under control of the Vietcong. This required multiple forward inland bases to be built from which US forces could
stage counter offensives. These bases relied heavily on re-supply via many, small, meandering roads, which became
a primary target for the Vietcong. Initial re-supply convoys, armed with only personnel light weapons, were often
out-gunned by ambushing Vietcong. Increased firepower was required to counter the threat. This was especially true
for the M113 tracked type troop carriers, which were unable to keep up with the speed of the wheeled convoy.

Prior to September, 1967 armed escorts for transport convoys were merely a Jeep armed with an M60 machine
gun. On the night of September 2nd, an ambush of a considerable magnitude took place on highway 19 connecting
Qui Nhon on the coast to the inland town of Pleiku. Thirty transport trucks were destroyed as the result of the
attack making vulnerability of the convoys obvious. Weeks following the attack, -a fleet of makeshift armed gun
trucks, based on the M35 transport with wooden planks and sand bags to enclose the cab were fabricated. One
armed M35 was assigned to every 10 transports in a convoy.

On November 24th, a convoy once again came under fire from an ambush. Even with the protection of the
gun trucks, 6 transports and 4 gun trucks fell prey to the attackers. The concept of gun trucks underwent further
development as a result of this ambush. The M35 platform became under powered when loaded with guns and
ammunition. Sand bags further bogged the truck down especially after becoming drenched from rain. The M54 was
selected as the new platform for a gun truck. Multiple pre-cut armor plates were bolted to the cab of the M53 to
form a box structure. Additional armor was installed as an inner layer with a gap from the outer layer for the
purpose of dissipating energy from anti-tank rockets. Armament varied from M60, M2 50 caliber machine guns, or
whatever the crew could procure for the best protection. A total of three to four hundred units of armed/armored
trucks were fabricated and served until the emergence of the M706 armored vehicle in sufficient numbers. The
M54 gun trucks served gallantly until the end of conflict.
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